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Gratitude for Vital Knowledge 
Dear Brother in the One Faith: 

We feel the need to say a few words in 
gratitude for the precious and vital knowl- 
edge of God which we get through the 
medium of the MEecippO MESSAGE, the Bible 
Lessons, every book by the founder of the 
Megiddo Church, and all the literature we 
get from the fountainhead. 

Our heavenly Father has furnished us 
with all that is necessary for us to know to 
gain victory over self, our greatest enemy. 

Are we taking full advantage of this 
great mercy of God? Are we partaking 
more and more freely of this bread of heaven 
that gives eternal life? Are these things 
uppermost in our minds? 

Oh, we have to haste to do what the 
Lord requires of us, while we have time and 
opportunity, for the time is short. 

Port Credit, Ont. N. A. E. 


Great Comfort 
Dear Brother: 

Thank you for forwarding on the new 
edition of the Apostasy and some leaflets. 
Believe me, the comfort and knowledge 
which I receive from the MEGIDDO MESSAGE, 
is beyond description. 

Sketty Swansea, S. Wales 


Straight Truth 
Dear Friends: 
I really enjoy your sample copies of your 
MEsSAGE. I love the straight truth and en- 
joy reading your MESSAGE very much. 
Thank God for loved ones like you that 
believe in the honest truth. 
Gilman City, Mo. 


G. J. 


Mrs. L. A. S. 


Healing 
Dear Friends: 

Just to let you know that I am still en- 
joying the most wonderful paper in the 
world—the MEssAGE. No one will ever know 
how the MESSAGE helps to heal my soul and 
takes away fear. 

Nacogdoches, Texas Mrs. E. C. E. 
At Long Last the Pearl of Great Price! 
Dear Sister: 

How blessed are those of us who receive 
these letters; in having some one to care 
for our welfare and help us to a better 
understanding of the Bible. 

I just finished reading the Bible School 
Lessons received yesterday. I can get so 
much good from them. I feel that I have 
found the pearl of great price—something 
I had been searching for, for a long time. 
I am now satisfied that you are teaching as 
Christ and the apostles and prophets taught. 

Marble Hill, Mo. Mrs. A. H. 


Thrilled 
My Dear Friends: 
I am thrilled at heart to read such won- 
derful literature about our glorious future. 
Concord, N. C. Mrs. N. L. B. 
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“Thou Shalt Love the Lord thy God with all thy Heart” 


HE thought of the great and wonderful future, that 
. the promise is indeed in the blessed Word that “‘they 

that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the 
firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as 
the stars for ever and ever”; and that we shall continue 
to enjoy ourselves as long as these wonderful planets 
shine on in their glory, should be enough to cause us to 
stop and earnestly consider and ask ourselves the ques- 
tion: Are we ready; are we every moment living for 
eternity; or are we spending our time for the ephemeral 
things of this life which will so quickly pass away that we 
shall wonder where they have gone? We can scarcely 
realize that all we now have will vanish away to be no 
more. But the grandeur and glory and beauty, the grand 
beatitudes of the Kingdom of God will never pass away. 
They will not only continue to roll on in eternity, but we 
shall be made like unto the angels, consubstantial with 
and equal to the glory that shall ever continue. 

We shall be given a life that will know no sorrow, nor 
experience one pain. Such a life is worth our considera- 
tion. To procure such a home of magnificence and beauty 
is worth every effort within our power. But still we look 
around on this benighted world and how few are all in- 
terested and inquiring every moment: Am I living as I 
should? Am I bringing every thought into obedience to 
our Lord and Master; or am I going along and simply 
procuring for myself transient pleasures which are to 
perish like a bubble with the using? We can answer these 
questions either in our favor or disfavor. It will be ac- 
cording to our actions in life whether it will be for or 
against. If you and I are keeping all the commandments, 
it will be for us; but if not, it will be against us. We may 
go along and deceive ourselves and think we are going 
to live forever, but we shall find ourselves sadly disap- 
pointed some day. 


A Fundamental Commandment 


The first, great commandment is to be kept: to serve 
the Lord with all our mind, might and strength. We are 
to have no mind, might or strength with which to serve 
the world, but must spend all in the service of our Lord; 
for He has promised to prolong our life through the 
billions of ages yet to come and give us pleasures that are 
“exceeding abundantly above” all we can even ask or 
think. This was not written simply to make a book, but 
to make an impression upon our affections, to show us 
the goodness of an All-powerful God. He will do for us 
“exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think.” 
We can think of a great many things we should like to 
have, and we could ask for a great many things; but He 
will do for us above all that. He says, I will express my 
promise in the highest degree; I will not only do for 
you above what you ask or think, but I will do exceed- 
ingly above what you ask or think; and that is not 
enough, I will do for you “exceeding abundantly above” 
all you even ask or think. Oh, it will so far exceed all we 
can ask or think! What more could He do for us? What 
greater inducement could an Omniscient God offer us as 
individuals to get us to keep the first commandment 


found in Mark 12: 30, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind, and with all thy strength”? 

The difficulty is that people in the world do not know 
what God has said. We are greatly favored above all 
people in having the privilege of daily hearing these 
things forced home upon the mind; and our hearts should 
go out to God in thankfulness for the blessings by which 
we are surrounded. As I said, the world do not drink in 
the wonderful meaning of this verse. Too many read it 
over but do not go down to the depths of it. They only 
nibble around the outside, instead of digging underneath 
until they reach the rock. To serve the Lord with all our 
mind, might, and strength means something. This Rock 
declares that we must serve Him with all—not part, not 
two-thirds, not three-fourths, not nine-tenths, but all our 
mind, might, and strength. 

We have often said this over, but have not drunk in the 
real import of the words. It does not mean simply to 
say it over as a parrot says, “Good morning, John,” to 
every one who comes along. When evening comes he still 
says, “Good morning, John,” showing us it is only imita- 
tion. He does not comprehend its meaning. And so it is 
with the wide world, they do not comprehend or drink in 
the ideas these words contain, that we must love the Lord 
with all our mind, might, and strength. 


A Reasonable Commandment 


How reasonable it is that we should keep this com- 
mandment, seeing God will do for us exceeding abundant- 
ly above all we can even ask or think! How reasonable 
we should spend all our time in His service, that we 
should be wholly consecrated to Him! And there is also 
a second consideration: we are not only obtaining for 
ourselves exceedingly above all we can ask or think, but 
we are laboring in God’s vineyard, and those who listen 
to us will obtain that same exceeding great reward. We 
are used as a second instrument that they may be brought 
into union with God and serve Him with all their mind, 
might, and strength; that the Lord may do for them 
“exceeding abundantly above” all they could even think 
or ask. 

How great is the sum total of the Christian’s life! it 
is above everything else. The true Christian will make 
religion foremost. It will not be a secondary matter with 
him, but he will “‘seek first the Kingdom of God and his 
righteousness,” and then the rest of the things shall be 
added unto him. Yes, he will be seeking to clothe him- 
self with the righteousness of Christ. Here we are met 
with the idea that has blinded the whole world: they know 
not what the righteousness of Christ is, thinking it means 
nothing but to simply say, “Lord, be merciful to me a 
sinner,” and we are clothed with the righteousness of 
Christ. But, beloved brethren, we are to do as He did; 
there is a work we must perform. Christ did not do it for 
us, and He never will. We have been wrongly educated. 

Neither the Almighty himself, nor the angels, nor Jesus 
could cleanse us from sin unless we stop sinning. With 
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God’s help, we stop sinning ourselves. And how reason- 
able it is! The God of heaven who said, “Come now and 
let us reason together,” declared through Paul, “Awake 
to righteousness and sin not.” We have the work to do, 
and we have it to do ourselves; the Almighty cannot do 
it for us. A man once said to us, 

“Why, you limit the power of God!” 

“Oh, no, God can forgive us our sins, but He cannot 
cleanse us; this work we must do.” 

That is why He told us we must serve the Lord with all 
our mind, might, and strength. Sin is the transgression 
of God’s law (I John 3:4), and we must cease from it. 

So earnest was the great apostle in this matter of keep- 
ing this first commandment and urging others, that he 
pleaded, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mer- 
cies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable serv- 
ice” (Rom. 12:1). Is it not our reasonable service to love 
with all our heart, the God who promises us “exceeding 
abundantly above all we can ask or think”? 


The Cleansing Necessary 


I would not have thought of such ideas as these myself, 
but they have been forced upon me. God has seen fit to 
have them recorded for our instruction and upbuilding, 
and they are true to the very letter. If we are proud, we 
may know where we shall stand, for “pride goeth before 
destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.” Never 
shall a proud man or woman see inside the Kingdom of 
Heaven. If you let pride, or arrogancy, or the words of 
men influence you, you can have no hope of entering that 
wondrous home. You see there is a work to do, and by 
working we become cleansed. 

A drunkard might make a thousand resolutions that he 
would stop drinking, but I would like to know if there is 
anything that could purify that man and make him fit 
for our company but to stop drinking? Then how much 
more necessary it is for us to cleanse ourselves in order 
that we may be fit to be received into the presence of the 
Almighty and the lovely angels. Do we realize that we 
are spiritual drunkards? The world have been made 
drunk on the wine of Babylon; Babylon means confusion. 
They are made drunk by a!] this confusion in the world. 
The spiritual advisers let their members go out in the 
world and act and dress just as the world do; and if they 
want to prevaricate they can. Many are kept in the church 
just the same—if they have plenty of money. That is why 
our Master said—and I do not wonder at it—“Strait ... 
and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few 
there be that find it” (Matt. 7: 14). 

The only thing that will cause you or me to be accepted 
before God is to do the work, to reform; for Peter says 
in I Pet. 4:3, “The time past of our life may suffice us to 
have wrought the will of the Gentiles, when we walked 
in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings, ban- 
quetings, and abominable idolatries.” We are no longer to 
“live the rest of our time in the flesh to the lust of men, 
but to the will of God.” If you are going to live to the 
will of God, you must put away the fruits of the flesh— 
wrath, anger, malice, hatred, and the rest, and put on 
the fruits of the Spirit. Produce some fruit that you are 
going to serve God, and then we will receive you. We can- 
not receive people by their words only, the fruits must 
confirm them. 


You remember the multitude came to John to be bap- 
tized; but he told them, No; you must bring forth “fruits 
meet for repentance” (Matt. 3:8). That is what he de- 
manded at their hands, fruits “answerable to amendment . 
of life,” as it reads in the margin. First bring forth fruits 
“answerable to amendment of life,” and then we shall 
have some evidence that you are in earnest, some evidence 
that you are being washed from your sins. I said that 
God could not cleanse us from sin; but He does cleanse 
every member of the body of Christ from sin. How? We 
have these great and precious promises set before us; we 
begin to desire to obtain them, and are led by them to put 
away wrath and anger and all other fruits of the flesh; 
then, after we have done all this, God will forgive us. We 
are cleansed by His word effectually working in us that 
believe (I Thess. 2:13). Thus we see how the Divine 
Record helps us to work out our salvation so that we 
shall be found worthy of acceptance in the Day of the 
coming of the Master. 


A Serious Consideration 


It is a serious thing to serve the Lord with all our 
mind, might, and strength. The world has not dreamed 
of its seriousness; that not a person who gets angry will 
pass the pearly gates. He must cease from anger. We 
must stop getting angry and impatient; hence John says: 
“If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk 
in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth. But if we walk 
in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one 
with another, and the blood [word] of Jesus Christ 
cleanseth us from all sin” (I John 1:6, 7). That is the 
basis of all Christian fellowship; and we cannot fellow- 
ship anyone who transgresses God’s law. 

Is it not a serious thing for the human mind to con- 
template, a dreadful scene to come before the mental 
vision that the church members are all allowed to dress 
as do the world, without ever being reminded of the 
Apostle Paul’s words to come out and be separate? (II 
Cor. 6:17, 18). 

“Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things 
which we have wrought, but that we receive a full re- 
ward.” “If there come any unto you,” said John, “and 
bring not this doctrine,’—what doctrine? Why, the doc- 
trine of Christ; and the first commandment of this doc- 
trine is to “love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy 
strength.” Now, “if there come any unto you”—it mat- 
ters not who he may be—‘“and bring not this doctrine, 
receive him not into your house [ecclesia], neither bid 
him God speed: for he that biddeth him God speed is 
partaker of his evil deeds” (II John 8, 10, 11). 

What is anger? It is a fruit of the flesh; and so if you 
are bearing that fruit, you may know what kind of tree 
you are. If we go out here and pick an apple from a tree, 
we know what kind of tree it is; and so if you are bear- 
ing anger, we know what kind of a tree you are. Is it not 
easy to ascertain what kind of tree it is that is bearing 
the fruits of God—“love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentle- 
ness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance’? It is too 
plain to make any mistake. God has not made it ambigu- 
ous or hard to understand, but He has made it so plain 
that even a fool need not err therein. What is the matter 
then? Ah! the trouble is, the blind have been leading the 
blind, and they will both fall into the vortex of destruc- 
tion by and by (Matt. 15: 14). 
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Jesus said He was the true light, and He says that 
every one that bears anger is a tree of the flesh; so we 
may know just what we are by looking at the fruit. If we 
bear one of the fruits of the flesh, whether it be anger, 
wrath, jangling, theft, or any other evil fruit, we may 
know what we are. We might as well look for oranges 
to grow on a floor lamp as to think of finding anger on the 
tree of righteousness. We are to be “trees of righteous- 
ness,” of God’s own planting. The fruits of the Spirit 
are these: “love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 


goodness, faith, meekness, temperance,” kindness, char- 


ity. We must bear these alone. Would you expect, if you 
went out to gather fruit from an apple tree, to find apples, 
plums, peaches, pomegranates, cherries, and pineapples 
on it? No, you would find just apples, and nothing else; 
and so to be a tree of righteousness you must bear just 
one kind of fruit, the fruit of the spirit. Oh, it is a nar- 
row way, a difficult road; but it is well worth our while 
to travel it! 

It is just a question whether we believe or not; just a 
question whether we will keep the first commandment, 
and the second, which is like unto it—to “love thy neigh- 
bor as thyself.” If you love one another as you love your- 
self, will you be getting angry, will you be having any 
wicked feelings, will you be saying any harsh things? No! 


The Blessing Promised 


When God gave the last revelation to Jesus, and it 
was sent by the hand of an angel to John that His serv- 
ants might know His will, He told us: “Blessed are they 
that do his commandments, that they may have right to 
the tree of life.” Do you think He would ever have sent 
such a message had He not meant what He said? Did 
He mean that you would get the blessing whether you 
did the work or not? Never. Do you think we can do the 
commandments without keeping the first one, to love 
the Lord with all our mind, might, and strength? Can 
we expect the bright, shining angels will welcome us 
into that sweet home in glory unless we have spent all 
in the service of the Lord? As surely as you live, the 
gates will be closed against every man who has not done 
this work; he will find out this to his own disappointment 
by and by. If all our time, energy, interest, and talent is 
not spent to procure this wondrous boon, we can never 
expect to get it. 

Oh, to really get our minds down where we can realize 
that God cannot lie! Oh, to really believe it! It is written, 
“It is impossible for God to lie.” Here is an impossibility ; 
and there are many impossibilities with God. This is one 
of them, that it is impossible for Him to lie, and He de- 
clares unto us: “Now the works of the flesh are manifest, 
which are these: Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, las- 
civiousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emula- 
tions, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, murders, drunk- 
enness revellings and such like; of the which I tell you 
before, as I have also told you in times past, that they 
which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of 
God.” 

Anger, wrath, and malice are named in the same cate- 
gory of evil as murders, drunkenness, and such like; and 
God says “they that do such things shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God.” Did He say it? He did. All you have 
to do is to turn to Gal. 5: 19—21 and you will find it. 


Did He mean it? He did. We must bring all we have and 
are and serve Him with all our mind, every bit of it; all 
our strength, every particle of it; and all our might, every 
minutia of it. We cannot use one particle to serve the 
flesh. We might just as well give everything up, as to 
think we can enter if we make only a halfway work of it. 

All we are interested in is for you to gain that exceed- 
ing great reward, for you to pass the pearly gate; for us 
to join our hearts and hands together and show to this 
benighted world these blessed truths, that they, too, may 
come in with us and gain that prize which is exceeding 
abundantly above all we can even ask or think. Let us 
renew our energy and work harder than ever before to 
gain the wonderful prize, for we know—no question 
about it—we know the prize is absolutely certain to all 
who remember His commandments to do them; and, on 
the other hand, if we do not keep them we know we shall 
reap destruction, for destruction is certain to the work- 
ers of iniquity. 

May God be with us, and may these few words make a 
lasting impression on our minds, so that we may be 
found every moment serving our Maker; bearing the 
right fruits, that it may be our happy lot to gain a glori- 
ous future home and enjoy one another’s company through 
the ages that shall roll on through the gladsome cycles 
of eternity. Amen. 





The Present or the Eternal, Which? 


Aes a busy thoroughfare a vendor was slowly wend- 
ing his way. The aroma from the roasting peanuts 
and popping corn was attracting a goodly number of cus- 
tomers, when suddenly a plane passing overhead started 
to make a loud, spitting noise, diverting his prospective 
customers’ attention. Evidently the old man felt deserted, 
as he called loud and long, “Look-a here, don’t look-a 
there.” 

The incident holds a spiritual lesson. It is true that on 
the material level the call is ever urging us to “look-a 
here,” trying to divert our attention from the spiritual, 
trying to keep our attention focused on the earthly ele- 
ment, while God calls on us to place our heart’s affections 
on things above. 

The beginning of the day has much to do with its 
course. Morning comes; you arouse from sleep; where 
will your attention first be turned? Yesterday may have 
been hard. Will you think first with despair and hopeless- 
ness of the many tasks unfinished, the many mistakes 
made, of the problems and troubles yet remaining and 
unsolved? 

There is another alternative of which the Psalmist 
speaks, “In the morning will I direct my prayer unto 
thee, and will look up” (Ps. 5:3). Things of earth are 
around us and beneath us but we think of God as above. 
Sordidness may be around us, but He is Beauty. Discord 
may be around us, but He is Joy and Song. Illusion and 
deception may be around us, but He is Truth. The up- 
ward look will bring hope and courage. 

Accounts of Jesus’ healing of blind eyes had in the 
Greek text a prefix ana, which when used with the verb 
“to look” indicates “upward”; so the blind man’s response 

(Continued on page 9) 
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PART THREE 


The Great Apostasy 


—or Departure from True Religion— 
The Period of Transition from Truth to Error 


URING the first several centuries of the Christian 
PD Era the popularity and prestige of the papal power 
grew rapidly. But still. it must be remembered, 
Christianity was not tolerated by the State. Though the 
vast majority of Christians of the second 
Christianity and third centuries had departed from the 
According to teachings of Christ, still their difference in 
Constantine belief from the surrounding world often 
subjected them to bitter persecution. 

With the accession of Constantine to the throne, a great 
change took place. Constantine’s political sagacity told 
him that he required some strong cultural cement to hold 
together his sprawling, multicultured empire, and he be- 
lieved that he could find that binding element in Chris- 
tianity. He began by extending complete toleration to 
Christians. 

But Constantine must have begun to wonder whether 
Christianity was the unifying force he had hoped it would 
be. From all quarters came reports of the bitterness with 
which Christians were disputing over theological issues, 
excommunicating and denouncing each other. The prin- 
cipal debate centered in the subject of Christ’s relation- 
ship with God. Was Christ of the same substance as God, 
as Athanasius contended? or was He of like substance, as 
Arius maintained? 

This battle raged and spread until finally the emperor, 
who was incapable of understanding the subtleties of 
the theological distinction involved but was determined 
to have internal peace, summoned all his bishops to a 
council at Nicwa in 325. Constantine himself presided, 
and out of an assembly which had more of the character- 
istics of a political convention than a religious convoca- 
tion there came the Nicene Creed which declares Christ 
to be “identical in nature” with God. This remains the 
standard for Roman, Eastern, Anglican and some other 
churches to this day, despite the fact that the Book states 
Christ to be “a man,” made in all things like His breth- 
ren (I Tim. 2:5; Heb. 2:17). 

To further assure the success of Christianity, it is said 
that Constantine offered the pagans a white robe and 20 
pieces of gold to entice them into the church. Multitudes 
responded. How vastly different this system of “barter” 
Christianity from the gospel of Jesus of Nazareth which 
was “a bold and uncompromising demand for a complete 
change and cleansing of the life of our struggling race, 
an utter cleansing, without and within.” 

Theodosius I, who became emperor only 42 years after 
Constantine’s death, made Christianity the only official 
religion of the Empire. Pagan temples were closed, the 

worship of idols forbidden. But alas, 
The Church Absorbs man’s instinctive paganism is not so 
Pagan Thought easily suppressed. The new converts 

from paganism were reluctant to part 
with their idols unless they could find some satisfactory 
counterpart in the bosom of Christianity. Quick to per- 
ceive the need, the fathers of the Church altered their 
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policy to meet the new demands of the people. For in- 
stance, as pagans they had worshiped Isis, mother of the 
Egyptian god, Horus. In her aspect as the mother of 
Horus, Isis was represented in tens of thousands of 
statuettes and paintings, holding the divine child in her 
arms, With the triumph of Christianity, a substitute for 
Isis must be supplied; whereupon these ancient figures 
were reidentified as the Madonna and the Child. So out- 
right did the Church adopt the pagan pattern that today 
archaeologists are unable to tell whether some of these 
objects represent Isis and Horus, or Mary and Christ. 

We cannot rightfully look upon this era as the time 
of the triumph of the Church over paganism. More ac- 
curately, it was the hour of her compromise with the 
world and as such, her downfall. The Church was no 
longer Christian. It was the policy of the church to take 
over pagan festivals endeared to the people by tradition, 
and to give them a Christian significance. For example, 
Mithraism had been a formidable rival of Christianity. 
The birthday of the god Mithras was observed on Decem- 
ber 25th; also that date was recognized as the Nativity 
of the sun god, Sol. Therefore the Church substituted the 
birth of Christ, declared to be the Sun of Righteousness, 
for the birth of Sol and Mithras. (How accurately Dan- 
iel’s prophecy was fulfilled! They altered “the sacred 
seasons” Daniel 7: 25, Moffatt.) 

Pope Gregory I instructed his missionaries not to de- 
stroy innocent pagan customs which were not inconsist- 
ent with church doctrine, and which could be woven into 
the fabric of Christian ceremony. Therefore when the 
missionary Boniface found the Teutons worshiping the 
sacred oak, instead of attempting to destroy that practice, 
he persuaded them to substitute an evergreen tree for the 
oak and to decorate it in honor of the Christ Child. 

Another feature of Mithraism was the manner of in- 
itiation into the cult. The slain bull, symbol of Mithras, 
provided a blood bath for new converts, and the assurance 
of subsequent freedom from sin. Here the Christians sub- 
stituted the death of Christ, and the blood which flowed 
from Calvary as the sure means of liberation from all sin. 
No greater lie has ever been forged in the name of reli- 
gion! Man is liberated from sin only as he himself ceases 
to do evil. Christ’s death which aids by its example only 
was His lifelong death to sin, and not His death on Cal- 
vary as a substitute. Read Rom. 6:10, 11; I Pet. 2:21; 
623, 

Perhaps the principal event which contributed to the 
growth and influence of the Papacy during these early 
centuries was the removing of the political capital of the 
Empire from Rome to Constantinople. This took place 
A. D. 330. With the removal of the political capital and 
particularly after 476 when there ceased to be an em- 
peror in the West, the Pope began to exercise civil as 
well as ecclesiastical authority. His prestige increased im- 
measurably, for he was the one stable figure in those 
times of political confusion. 
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This survey of the period when truth was being swal- 
lowed up by error would be incomplete without some ref- 
erence to the prominent church father of the fifth cen- 
tury, Augustine, commonly known as Saint Augustine. 
It is said that his mark can be seen on every later theolo- 
gian, Protestant as well as Catholic. The rapidity with 
which the last fragments of truth were being lost in the 
darkness is made apparent by the changed views which he 
adopted during his lifetime. He admits having once be- 
lieved in the literal second advent of Christ to earth 
(preceded by His forerunner, Elijah) to establish the 
Kingdom. This is in harmony with the Scriptures. (See 
Acts 1:11; Malachi 4:5.) But as he witnessed the rapid 
growth of the Church, he concluded that the Church was 
the Kingdom and that we need look for none other. 

“The state of theology waxed worse and worse,” says 
the church historian, Mosheim, “and the amount of im- 
pure and superstitious additions to the religion of Christ 
is almost indescribable.” 

Mosheim’s century by century report of the decadence 
of primitive Christianity is valuable in concluding our 
survey of the transition from truth to error. We quote: 


“There were those in the first ages of the church who 
modified the religion of Christ by joining it with the 
Oriental philosophy, in regard to the sources of evil and . 
the origin of this material universe. .. . Hence there nec- 
essarily arose among them a multitude of opinions, which 
were extremely foreign to the precepts of Christ. As these 
extraordinary opinions required proof which it was not 
easy to find in the writings of the Apostles, recourse was 
had to falsehoods and impositions. Hence, as each one 
endeavored to accommodate his own philosophical opin- 
ions to the Christian religion, it was the necessary con- 
sequence that various systems of religion were produced.” 


Of the second century he says: 


“The noble simplicity and the majestic dignity of the 
Christian religion were lost, or at least impaired when 
the philosophers presumed to associate their dogmas 
with it. It appears, from a variety of testimonies, that 
they much preferred Plato, and embraced most of his 
dogmas concerning God, the human soul, and the universe. 

“The new species of philosophy adopted by Origen and 
others, did immense harm to Christianity. For it led the 
teachers of it to involve in philosophic obscurity many 
parts of our religion, which were in themselves plain and 
easy to be understood; and to add to the precepts of the 
Saviour not a few things, of which not a word can be 
found in the Holy Scriptures.” 


Coming down to the third century, Mosheim states: 


“All the monuments of this century which have come 
down to us, show that there was a great increase of cere- 
monies. To the causes heretofore mentioned, may be 
added the passion for Platonic philosophy, or, rather, the 
popular superstition of the Oriental nations respecting 
demons, which was adopted by the Platonists, and re- 
ceived from them by the Christian doctors.” 


Of the fourth century, Mosheim says: 


“Genuine piety was supplanted by a long train of su- 
perstitious observances, which originated partly from 
opinions inconsiderately embraced, partly from a prepos- 
terous disposition to adopt profane rites and combine 
them with Christian worship. And shameful as it may 
appear, it is beyond all doubt that the worship of the 
martyrs was modelled by degrees into conformity with 
the worship which the pagans had in former times paid 


to their gods. From these specimens the intelligent reader 
will be able to conceive how much injury resulted to 
Christianity from the peace and repose procured by Con- 
stantine and from an indiscreet eagerness to allure the 
pagans to embrace this religion. It would require a vol- 
ume to detail the various impositions which were, for the 
most part, successfully practiced by artful knaves after 
genuine piety and true religion were compelled to resign 
their dominion in great measure to superstition.” 


Of the fifth and sixth centuries the historian makes the 
same comments; and coming down to the seventh century 
he says: 


“The profound ignorance and barbarism of this cen- 
tury will hardly appear credible to those who have not 
personally examined its literary productions. During this 
century true religion lay buried under a senseless mass 
of superstition, and was unable to raise her head.”* 


Gibbon, the profane historian, contributes parallel evi- 
dence: 


“During six hundred years the gospel was the way of 
truth and salvation; but the Christians insensibly forgot 
both the laws and example of their founder.” { 


We have several other histories from which we can 
read the fulfillment of what Jesus, the apostles, and 
prophets foretold should come to pass. We take the Bible 
in one hand and history in the other, and prove the Bible 
divine. The God of heaven could and did inspire holy men 
to foretell events thousands of years before they occurred. 

Jesus had delivered to His apostles the pure, unadulter- 
ated truth which they had faithfully carried to the world. 
But later church leaders, seeking prestige more than 
purity, had altered their message to tickle the ear until 
the original truth was no longer discernible. 


Next Issue: APOSTASY IN ACTION. 


Ecclesiastical History. —-MOSHEIM. 
t Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire. —GIBBON. 





Minutes 


We are but minutes—little things; 
Each one furnished with sixty wings 
With which to fly on our unseen track, 
And not a minute ever comes back. 


We are but minutes—yet each one bears 
A little burden of joys and cares. 
Patiently take the minutes of pain— 
The worst of minutes cannot remain. 


We are but minutes—when we bring 

A few of the drops from pleasure’s spring, 
Taste of their sweetness while we stay— 
It takes but a minute to fly away. 


We are but minutes—use us well. 

For how we are used must one day tell, 

Who uses minutes, has hours to use— 

Who loses minutes, whole years must lose. 
—Selected. 








Cn to the 


E ARE told in the Book of 

Life that the things written 
aforetime were written for our 
learning and also for a warning 
(Rom. 15: 4; 1 Cor. 10: 11). Let us 
therefore consider a few instances 
in God’s dealings with the Children 
of Israel with the object of apply- 
ing the lessons and instructions we 
receive to our time, our surround- 
ings, and ourselves. 

After their deliverance from 
Egypt by Moses they encamped on 
the shore of the Red Sea. Behind 
them was the bondage they had 
suffered under Pharaoh, the beat- 
ings of the taskmasters, and all 
that had made life well-nigh un- 
bearable. They had beheld the judg- 
ments of God on the Egyptians, 
some of which were the locusts, the 
river of blood, and the slaying of 
every firstborn in Egypt. Mighty 
and convincing signs such as these 
should have given them an un- 
bounded faith in their leader, and 
Jehovah, whose representative he 
was. But let us see: 

“And Pharaoh hardened his heart 
and pursued after them; and when 
the Israelites saw the Egyptians 
they said unto Moses, “Were there 
no graves in Egypt that you have 
brought us into the wilderness to 
die? let us alone that we may go back and serve the 
Egyptians.” 

Forgotten was the deliverance, and their faith in the 
power of their Deliverer. Even the visible assurance of 
the protecting pillar of cloud between them and the 
Egyptian troops failed to provide incentive to trust in 
God. They looked back and were ready to give up. 

Even after the Red Sea deliverance, again and again 
they murmured. There was always an element that wanted 
to return to Egypt. They were afraid of the desert life 
and had no faith in the promise that soon they would 
reach a land flowing with milk and honey. They longed 
for the comforts and stability of the old order—such as 
it was. There were others who loved the desert. They 
wanted to remain there, for there they would be free to 
do and roam as they pleased. But there were a few who 
saw farther and deeper. They were done with Egypt, good 
or bad; it was behind them and could never be home 
again. Nor would they be content to roam in the desert. 
It must be traversed, and they would tramp through with 
courage and good cheer. Never would they let die out of 
their hearts the assurance that ahead of them lay the 
Promised Land. 

Israel’s passage through the desert, from Egypt to 


8 





Oromised Land! 





Canaan, is a favorite illustration of Christian progress. 
How well Egypt typifies our unregenerate state before 
we learned and accepted the way of Christ! And the desert 
symbolizes the many trials and experiences which develop 
and prepare us to be worthy of life in the Promised Land. 

After the first exultant shouts of freedom it takes 
faith to press on to the Promised Land in spite of dif- 
ficulties. That the way of Christ is far superior to our 
old manner of life cannot be disputed, but when reverses 
arise the tone of our outlook can change speedily. 

In our pilgrimage through the desert we often have 
found ourselves at our “Red Sea” encampment and have 
had to decide whether to serve the Lord or return to 
Egypt. We have feared giants, or hardships; we have 
despised discipline. Indecision and fear will never part 
the waters of the sea of nations so that we may pass 
through and on to the Promised Land. 

As the angel stood between Israel and the Egyptians 
in the days of old, so today, all unseen, he is there pro-' 
tecting us from the powers of darkness and evil. He will 
not stop us from looking back to the weak and beggarly 
elements of the world, nor hinder us if we wish to par- 
take of the forbidden things which perish with the using. 
But as certain as we persist in repeatedly looking back, 
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we may be sure that the angel of His presence will no 
longer be by our side. 

The Lord who delivered us from “Egypt” is also lead- 
ing us through the wilderness of sin, trying us there to 
see if we are sincere in our endeavor to reach “Canaan.” 
The Israelites murmured because they tired of a steady 
diet of manna and wanted some flesh to eat. We have 
been given an ample supply of the bread of heaven to 
sustain us and cause the new man to grow fat and flour- 
ishing. But human nature is such that it craves the dain- 
ties of Egypt and is not satisfied with the food our 
Heavenly Father knows is best for our well-being. 

The desire to return may be pleasing to the flesh for 
the moment, and the “leaks and onions of Egypt” appeal- 
ing to the taste of the “old man,” but they have no nutri- 
tive value and will leave us undernourished so that in the 
end we shall be caused to cry, “My leanness, my lean- 
ness” (Isaiah 24:16). 

Paul, the great apostle, tells us that we cannot eat of 
the table of the Lord and the table of devils; our appe- 
tite must be satisfied with the food from the table of the 
Lord. At the devil’s table is death; while the food on the 
Lord’s table will give life, even life forevermore. 

After the Israelites had wandered forty years in the 
wilderness and the old generation, 20 years old and up- 
ward, had died and been replaced by another, the Lord 
brought them to the River Jordan, the last obstacle in 
their way before they reached the promised land. And the 
Lord spoke unto Joshua, Moses’ minister, and _ said, 
“Every place the sole of your foot shall tread shall be 
yours, Be strong and of a good courage, for the Lord is 
with you wherever you go.” 

We are now traveling the last mile of our journey 
through the wilderness. Ahead lies our Jordan, and just 
beyond is the Promised Land. To be content with the des- 
ert is to invite defeat. The glorious thing is to move on. 
There is slavery back in Egypt; there is starvation and 
disillusionment in the desert; but in going forward there 
is life, thrilling, abundant, eternal. 

There is no time now for a backward look; there is 
nothing behind; all we hope for and hold dear is before us. 

We are awaiting the coming of our King who will bring 
us safely over Jordan into the Promised Land, a land 
flowing with milk and honey, a land where there is no 
dying and no one ever grows old. 

“There shall be no more sorrow, nor crying; neither 
shall there be any more pain, for the former things are 
passed away. And He that sat upon the throne said, Be- 
hold, I make all things new. .. . These words are true and 
faithful.” 

Shall we be there? It all depends upon us, Let us from 
this time forth cease looking backward. Everything is 
ahead. On to the Promised Land! 





“Devote yourself to a worthy task; you can’t fail to 
have a worthy life.” 


“The difference between stumbling blocks and stepping- 
stones is the way you use them.” 


“O square thyself for use. A stone that may 
Fit in the wall is not left in the way.” 


THE PRESENT OR THE ETERNAL, WHICH? 
(Continued from page 5) 


to Jesus might read, “Lord that I may look up.” Jesus’ 
reply might have been, “Look up, receive your sight.” It 
is only as we seek and look to a Higher Power that we 
shall be cured of our spiritual blindness. As David said, 
“They looked unto him, and were lightened.” We are 
easily blinded by the cares, and distracted by the things 
of this life, which keep us from looking to the things of 
God. 

Jesus constantly sought to impress upon the minds of 
His listeners the necessity of putting the things of eter- 
nal value first; the things we would naturally seek after, 
and which please the natural mind, should be secondary 
or entirely banished from the mind. Jesus knew what was 
in man; He needed no man to tell Him. 

In Luke 14, which relates the parable of the great sup- 
per, Jesus illustrates man’s natural tendencies with un- 
erring accuracy. In this parable one had to take care of 
some ground he had purchased; another had to prove 
some oxen he had bought; the third had still another con- 
cern—he had married. Jesus here portrayed the futility 
of trying to serve God and mammon. They could not give 
their undivided attention to both at the same time. 

Those earthly interests and distractions were not pe- 
culiar to that age only. We are still plagued by this weak- 
ness of being more interested and concerned over the 
things we can see, such as what shall we eat and drink, 
and wherewithal shall we be clothed? 

It will take much concentrated effort “to have our eyes 
wait continually upon the Lord our God”; but where our 
eyes are continually focused, there will our hearts grad- 
ually be drawn (Ps. 123: 2). 

It takes determination, patience and prolonged prac- 
tice to completely change our mental attitude and amid 
the clamor and din of our demanding existence to be al- 
ways of that number “looking for that blessed hope, and 
the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ.” 

Paul advised his followers that there was a vast differ- 
ence between the things of the present and the things 
having an everlasting value. Instead of obeying the call to 
“look-a here” rather, we should be of that number of 
spiritual vision who “sees” the things “which are eter- 
nal” (II Cor. 4:18). 

The upward look is always the most rewarding look. 





Thy nature be my law, 
Thy spotless sanctity ; 
And sweetly every moment draw 
My happy soul to Thee. 
Soul of my soul remain; 
Who didst for me fulfill. 
In me, O Lord, fulfill again 
Thy heavenly Father’s will. 





“In all I think or speak or do, 
Whatever way my steps are bent, 
God shape and keep me strong and true, 

Courageous, cheerful, and content.” 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“Love the brotherhood” (I Peter 2: 17). 


Love and fellowship among the brotherhood of a Chris- 
tian community are the vital needs if there is to be growth 
toward spiritual maturity. Men and women cannot con- 
tinue to be Christian without a sense of fellowship with 
other Christians. Should they attempt to live the Christ- 
life in a self-created social vacuum the results will be a 
total failure. Such an attempt is so completely self-con- 
tradictory and impossible that it is absurd. 

All professing Christians want to be successful but 
‘this cannot be done in willful isolation or disregard of 
each other. The success of any man’s Christian life de- 
pends upon his linking it with the lives of others in kin- 
dred fellowship, an intimacy which is first created, then 
enhanced as the group seeks to work out a spiritual ideal 
—together. It is true that in the end each one must ac- 
count for his own failure to cleanse the secrets of his 
heart, but the association and love of the brotherhood do 
much for the individual to correct his sins. Love is heal- 
ing and our natures are such that we cherish and desire 
love and fellowship, where each one gives and receives. 
Such fellowship becomes creative. Individuals, by their 
aloofness, may grow, but the growth is lopsided, warped, 
odd, whereas growth in fellowship is corrective. 

The New Testament is in one aspect a monograph on 
fellowship and love of one another. Such expressions as 
the following are but samples of how the Book overflows 
with the theme. 

“A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love 
one another. .. . By this shall all men know that ye are 
my disciples, if ye have love one to another”; “Be kindly 
affectioned one to another with brotherly love”; “That ye 
might know the love which I have more abundantly for 
you”; “Prove the sincerity of your love”; “Faith which 
worketh by love”; “This I pray, that your love may 
abound”; “Having the same love”; “Let brotherly love 
continue”; “Beloved, let us love one another: for love is 
of God; and every one that loveth is born of God and 
knoweth God.” 

The Apostle Paul wrote that the church of God is built 
upon the foundation of the apostles, prophets, and Jesus 
Christ himself being the chief cornerstone. There is mean- 
ing in this statement. The apostles, prophets and Jesus 
set the pattern of conduct for the church for all time. 

“Built upon the apostles” —tells of the propagation of 
the faith, for that was the apostolic function. It tells of 
concern for the lives of all individuals to the extent that 
the infant church became missionary, carrying the tid- 
ings everywhere, regardless of dangers or personal sac- 
rifice. It tells of Christian fellowship at its highest, of 
exhortations, of prayers for each other, of service, of 
correction, of hope and purity. 

“Built upon the prophets”—tells of their social pas- 
sion, their burning hatred of injustice, their yearning 
for righteousness, their stern admonitions, their creative 
hope and tender comfort for the desolate. 


“Built upon Christ’—reminds us of His perfect ex- 
ample, of His supreme sacrifice, of His promise to return 
as King of the earth, and seal the church into one eternal 
brotherhood. 

A striking example of love and friendship in New Tes- 
tament times is that of Paul and Onesiphorus. Paul was 
in a Roman prison, but Onesiphorus was not ashamed of 
him or of his chains. He sought him out very diligently, 
and as Paul states, “He oft refreshed me.” He had sym- 
pathy and understanding, he was as an oasis in the desert 
of Paul’s long confinement. Here is an example of real 
love and friendship. He was not a fair-weather friend. He 
stuck closer than ever when Paul went to jail, when his 
favor was no longer of any great importance. Onesiphorus 
might conveniently forget, but he did not. Frail love and 
friendships falter and fail when they involve inconven- 
ience; Onesiphorus’ friendship was spurred by it. 

Love for the brotherhood is a characteristic that needs 
cultivation. Even under the best of conditions if personal 
interest in one another is neglected, growth in the spirit- 
ual life is certain to be neglected. Someone once said, 
“We bring people into the church, and there they dangle. 
They don’t grow. They die on the vine.” The trouble lies 
in lack of true, genuine love and fellowship that nurtures 
and strengthens spiritual growth, for the contribution of 
which each member is responsible. 


“They that feared the Lord spake often one to another,” 
wrote the Prophet Malachi (3:16). In these words lies 
perhaps the whole secret of the success or failure of 
growth in the brotherhood. A brother or sister in the 
faith may be in apparent good social standing, but who 
can tell the conflicts and pains within each individual’s 
heart? Speaking together as a group, seeking to help and 
encourage one another creates a kindred feeling that 
does much toward helping each one resolve his own in- 
dividual problems, and heart-to-heart talks with those in 
a perilous condition—talks, not artificial, but sincere and 
loving as closely knit members of the body of Christ— 
can restore the weak and dying to strength and life. “One 
spirit ... one mind, fighting shoulder to shoulder for the 
faith” is Paul’s earnest exhortation. 


So if we are to grow as individuals and as a church we 
will have to learn the art of living and working together. 
No single member can be neglected, nor can a single 
member neglect to contribute his share of brotherly love, 
understanding, help, etc. That is the ideal. Instead of 
chafing and grieving in an attempt to find the answer 
to the difficulties that arise, let us be the answer. That is, 
let us so live among the brotherhood that we will be the 
Kingdom of God in miniature. Let us work to be the kind 
of an organization, which if universalized, would be what 
we are looking for. Let us break the barriers that hold us 
back, barriers among races and classes, between laborers 
and capitalists, between the teachers and the taught, and 
finally, barriers within ourselves. 

Barriers within ourselves are the most important to 
break down, for it is these that separate us from God and 
our fellow men. Fears, resentments, inferiorities, self- 
preoccupations, personal ambitions, guilts—these sins 
within our hearts hold us back from giving and sharing 
that love so vital to the well-being of the brotherhood. 
These are the things that keep us from having fellowship; 
they keep us away from God. 


Your Questions Answered BS 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies to Biblical questions 
will be sent to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. The MEGIDDO MESSAGE 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


Does the name Lord in the Bible apply alternately to the 
Almighty God and Jesus? According to one organization, Ps. 
90: 2 refers to Jesus; Genesis 1: 1 to God; Genesis 1: 26 to 
elohim or adonai, which is used for both Lord and Jesus, in 
this case Jesus. Please furnish correct answer. 


Adonai—Lord—is the plural form of adon, a common 
noun meaning “master.” It may refer to the Eternal as 
existing, or to Jesus as promised. (Jesus did not exist in 
heaven before His birth. The “incarnation” is pagan 
fiction.) The identity is determined by the context. An 
interesting example is Psalm 110:1, where the word 
serves both purposes in one sentence: “The Lord said 
unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make 
thine enemies thy footstool.” Elohim may mean angels, 
as well as the Eternal Father, but not Jesus. El, in Isa. 
7:14 and 9: 6, refers to Jesus as Immanu-el, “God with 
us” (Matt. 1: 23). fT 

The organization you mention seems to be pretty well 
confused in its thinking, evidently “drunk” on the basic 
error of the pre-existence of Christ. 


What is the meaning of the Scriptural command not to be 
overrighteous? 


It would scarcely be possible to go beyond perfection, 
which is the prescribed goal of the Christian (Matt. 5: 
48). The warning in Eccl. 7: 15 is against self-righteous- 
ness, our own ideas of righteousness (Rom. 10:3), the 
righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees, which was a 
hypocritical parade of external virtue without an inner 
change, or cleansing of the heart and motive. 


Are true Christians going to take part in fulfilling the proph- 
ecy to kill with the sword and lead into captivity, as com- 
manded in Rev. 13: 10? 


After describing in vs. 1—8 the rise of the “beast” 
which wore out the saints and brought on the Great Apos- 
tasy, the Revelator hastens to assure his readers in verse 
10 that this sinister power is not to last forever. The 
beast—pagan and papal Rome—led the people of God 
into captivity and killed them with the sword; in six cen- 
turies it succeeded in taking captive the minds of all Chris- 
tendom. But when Christ takes His Kingdom, the oppres- 
sor is himself captured and bound a thousand years (Rev. 
20:1), and in the end slain by the sword, or righteous 
judgments of God. This is the fall of great Babylon de- 
scribed in ch. 18. The “faith and patience of the saints” 
enables them to look forward to that blessed day of de- 
liverance, and to wait in confidence for it. 


Must we have the baptism of the Holy Spirit to enter 
heaven? What is this baptism? How does one know when he 
has received it? 


The baptism of the Holy Spirit is never promised in 
this mortal life. The power of the Holy Spirit was given 
in a limited form and for a limited time, but the “bap- 
tism” of which John spoke’in'\Matt. 3:11 is a future 
event. Note that it is coupled with the “baptism with 
fire,” or destruction. When the servants of God have 
been judged, the faithful will be rewarded with immortal- 
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ity, the baptism of the Holy Spirit; while the unfaithful 
will be destroyed for ever—the “fire” (Rom. 6: 23). 

As for entering heaven, there is no such promise in the 
Bible; the earth made over new is to be the home of the 
righteous (Matt. 5:5; John 3: 18; 13:33). 


Was John the Baptist ever baptized? 


The record is silent as to whether or not he experienced 
water baptism. But like all the faithful, he shared the 
spiritual baptism into Christ’s death (Matt. 20: 22, 23; 
Rom. 6: 8, 4), which is a complete death to sin by becom- 
ing pure of heart and clean of hands. This is the one and 
only baptism which brings salvation. It is an eternal and 
unchangeable part of the Plan. Immersion in water was 
a rite which began with John the Baptist and ceased with 
the Jewish Age and the power of the Holy Spirit, a. D. 70. 
Thus it was legal and valid for only 37 years. All water 


baptism since then has been unauthorized and meaning- 
less. 


If Adam and Eve were the first and only parents on earth at 
the beginning of time, and their two sons, Cain and Abel, 
were their only children, how did Cain and Abel find wives 
to marry? 


Adam and Eve were not the first human beings on 
earth, but the first placed on probation for eternal life. 
Science reveals that our race has existed on earth for per- 
haps millions of years. The first three chapters of Genesis 
cannot possibly be understood literally, but form a sub- 
lime allegory of the Divine plan on earth. The historical 
portion begins with chapter 4. Cain would find plenty of 
women from whom to choose a wife; there is no record 
that Abel was married. 


If we are not to be tormented hereafter, please explain 
Rev. 14: 11 and Luke 16: 23. 


It is neither wise, proper nor fair to array an isolated 
text or an obvious parable or figure against the mighty 
mountain of plain evidence proving the mercy of God 
in annihilating the workers of iniquity. Since the soul 
is not immortal (Ezek. 18: 20), eternal torment is both 
unnecessary and impossible. In every case, the parables 
and obscure sayings must be reconciled with the over- 
— preponderance of evidence; and this is not dif- 

cult. 

“For ever and ever” is from the Greek aionas aionon, 
rendered in Wilson’s Diaglott, “for ages of ages.” Some 
of the definitions in the Lexicon are: “one’s life time; a 
space of time clearly defined.” It does not always refer to 
eternity; its meaning is determined by the nature of the 
thing described. The subjects of the “torment” are mor- 
tal, and it cannot extend beyond their lifetime. It is never 
physical torture, but mental anguish when rejected at 
the Judgment (Luke 13: 28). 

Luke 16: 23 is a part of the parable of the Rich Man 
and Lazarus, and is not to be interpreted literally. It is 
a prophecy of the fate of the two classes, faithful and 
unfaithful, at this same hour of decision and separation. 


When we know a minister is preaching falsehood, is it 
wrong to vote him out of the church? 


A minister is supposed to serve his flock and to feed 
them with the truth. The flock have a moral right to in- 
sist that he do his duty. If you know it is false teaching 
you should not listen to it. 


ill 








How to Shine 


Have you ever scanned the heavens on a still and cloudless night; 
Filled with reverence, and wonderment, and awe, 

As you viewed the constellations, each a galaxy of light; 
Greatly marvelling at all the things you saw? 

And perhaps you also wondered how those lustrous planets shine, 
As each follows its own course, year after year; 

Thinking, “Oh, if I could only make such heavenly radiance mine 
I would help to fill this world with hope and cheer.” 


‘Tis a noble aspiration, like the stars above to shine, 
That we might send forth to all a cheering ray; 

But, as with God’s true salvation, faith and works must first combine 
In a character that will His law obey. 

There’s a preparation needed; such a boon is not bestowed 
Just at random by our God; it must be earned. 

His commandments must be heeded, as we pass along the road; 
And His statutes, for our guidance, must be learned. 


Would you shine as the bright heavens, and reflect the light of Him 
Whose increasing glory soon shall fill the earth? 

Clean and trim your lamp, my brother; keep your light from growing 

dim, 

For a lamp neglected is of little worth. 

Keep at hand the oil of Faith, for you will need a full supply; 
’Twas in this the foolish virgins sadly failed; 

For they found their stock depleted, and the reservoir dry 
When the foe attacked, and doubt and fear assailed. 


Those immortals in the heavens, with the power to glow and shine, 
Once were mortal, prone to sin, as you and I; 

But they fought against the evil, letting Truth their lives refine; 
And to carnal things were not afraid to die. 

Let us, too, go forth to battle, with our banner carried high, 
Proud that we are called to service in His name; 

To the call for volunteers responding quickly, “Here am I!” 
Though the road may lead to ridicule and shame. 


If you long to shine in glory, like a scintillating star, 
Why not do a little shining now and here? 

Are you ready? Here’s the story; and you need not look afar; 
For the opportunity is ever near. 

There are those assailed by doubts, whose faith is ebbing fast away; 
There are those who carry burdens hard to bear. 

Let your spark of deep compassion turn their darkness into day. 
Yes, assure a fainting brother that you care. 


We must hold our lamps still higher, that the world around may know 
We are not ashamed to bear the yoke of Christ; 

And the ever-spreading radiance of each countenance must show 
That our own desires and wills are sacrificed. 

Then, when earth’s deceitful leaven has been dumped into the sea, 
With its fables giving way to laws divine; 

When this world’s annexed to heaven in a glorious jubilee— 
Then, if faithful, like the stars we’ll surely shine. 


—L. L. S. 
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